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An Exploration of Critical Thought on Xunzi’s
“the Hundred Schools of Thought’(#¥)
Presented in Féishiérzi(FE+_—F)

KIM, Young—Ho (ChonBuk National Univ.)

This paper aims to explore critical thought on “the Hundred Schools
of Thought”(56F) of Xunzi portrayed in Fgishiérzi(3E+—+) based on
critical perspective instead of figures.

Xunzi’s criticism on his “the Hundred Schools of Thought”(36¥) is
presented in the entire Xunzi and his critique on theoretical features
proposed by “the Hundred Schools of Thought”(8-f) is introduced in
Féishiérzi(JE+—F), Tianlun(K®), and Jigbi(A@#%). In addition, his
critical commentaries are observed in Zhénglin(1EZ®), Délun(i&sm),
Lélun(44:%), and  Zhéngming(IE4). Délun(i&:m), and Lélin(4%:H
primarily discuss his criticism on Mo-tzu and Xing&(M43) mainly talks
about criticism on Mencius’s discussion of human nature(MEz5).

Previous studies have focused on specific “the Hundred Schools of
Thought”(7&F)(figures) and examined them so far in terms of studying
Xunzi’s critical thought on his “the Hundred Schools of Thought’(3&1).
Moreover, they have concentrated on Tianlin(Ki®), Jisbi(f&H)),
Zhénglin(1EZ®), Délun(i@sm), Lelin(443%), and Zhéngming(1E43). They
cited Feishiérzi(3E+—-F) only a couple of times.

Therefore, this paper will put Feishierzi(3E+—+F) as a basic text,
which has gained little attention compared to his other critical texts on
“the Hundred Schools of Thought’(7f) and investigate his critical
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thought. This paper attempts to examine his major critical
perspectives(themes) on “the Hundred Schools of Thought”(58F) rather
than figures in terms of examining his critical thought on “the Hundred
Schools of Thought”(;4F). To do so, his criticism on “the Hundred
Schools of Thought”(58f) identified in Feishierzi(GE+—=+) will be
briefly observed and his critical thought won “the Hundred Schools of
Thought’(7) will be analyzed based on two major perspectives:
balancing perspective on human desire and realistic balancing

perspective.

Key words: Critical thought, Critical perspective on disciples, Human

desire, Balance of desire, Realism
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