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5) J. H. Sobel, Walls and Vaults: a natural science of morals (virtue -ethics
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Hume's medical ethics and the virtue of honesty

Kim, Dasom (Chung—Ang Univ.)

In this paper I try to interpret Hume's ethical theory from viewpoint
of virtue ethics to apply to medical ethical issues. Hume's medical
ethical point of view can provide action-guiding to doctor, nurse, even
a patient in a special medical situation. Hume's virtue of honesty
interpreted from viewpoint of virtue ethics eliminates unilateral
application of duty-based principle. In Hume's case the morality of
action takes into account the interest of the beneficiary which depends
on feelings of the actor's approval. not unconditional fulfillment of duty.
Therefore to Hume the virtue of honesty is actor's character-traits, and
it is not an unchanging principle of conduct, but a characteristic that

can be applied differently depending on the patient's condition.
Key words: virtue ethics, principle of sympathy, virtue of honesty,

medical ethics, medical philosophy, principle of autonomy,

principle of beneficence, care
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