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On Punctuation of the Analects 10:12 and
Park Se-dang’s Interpretation

Park, JiHyun (Korea National University of Transportation)

Park Se-dang (FMHE, 1629-1703) devised a new way of punctuation
(fJiE) to argue the different meaning of the 12th passage of the Book
10 (%) of the Analects. The established interpretation on the 12th
passage is ‘not asking about horses (/NHH)” because Confucius
‘respected human beings and treated animals with contempt (FEAME)’.

Most of the commentators lived during the Han Dynasty, following
the tradition of Dong Zhongshu (#fi&f, 179-104 BC), tranformed the
humanism of Confucius into the thorough anthropocentrism. Since then,
the Neo-Confucianists of the Song dynasty also delved into not only
strengthening the dignity of human beings, but also condescending the
deficiency of other beings. The controversy concerning the punctuation
of the Analects 10:12 arose constantly because some people thought
that the fundamental spirit of Confucius was not narrow-minded
humanism.

During the Joseon Dynasty, Park Se-dang was severely criticized for
his new way of reading the Analects 10:12. The main point he raised
is to overcome the excessive conservativism of Neo-Confucianism by
implementing the relativistic view of Taoism. Due to this approach, his
contemporaries pointed him as a betrayer of the true Confucianism (I
AL, Although he suffered from the national censorship on his
academic writings, his thoughts are not entirely deviated from the

original value of Confucius, which seeks the harmony and coexistence

66



"BRRE) THREAR, ERREC| alsRhl mEE AMiEO| oM / WX

between human beings and nature.

Key words: Punctuation, the Analects, Confucius, Park Se-dang,
Sa-byeon-rok

W2 E-mail: pjhsky27@snu.ac.kr

=39 2019.07.14
A A 2019.08.02
AAEA 2019.08.13

67



