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Tendency in Choe Myung-gil and Jo Ik’s Interpretation
of Confucian Classics and Its Significance:

Focused on “Samunlog, Maengjagiui”
Lee, Hae—im (Sangsan Highschool)

This paper aims at looking into the diversity of the 17th century
Joseon's Confucian Classics thoughts. With Noron exercising its
authority in the 17th century, Joseon's Confucian Classics thoughts were
entering following the path to intensifying the Zhuzixue. This made
people at that time difficult to oppose the Zhuzixue. This is proved by
the The fact that “Samunlog” was handed down from generation to
generation only as a copy of the Choe’s family’s manuscript.
Paradoxically, the esoterica inside the book shows the diversity of
Joseon’s Confucian Classics thoughts. A chapter called 'Maengjagiui’
inside the book serves as an evidence. Unlike other chapters,
'Maengjagiui' is composed of a series of questions and answers from
Choe Myung-gil and Jo Ilk. Moreover, concerning the way to
understand “Mencius”, one of them understanded from the perspective
of Yangmingxue, while the other stood from the viewpoint of
Zhuxixue. Base on those questions and answers in 'Maengjagiui', Choe
Myung-gil had the same viewpoints as Yangmingxue, while Jo-ik stood
at Zhuzixue’s side. Furthermore, Choe Myung-gil, at his age of 50,
expressed opinions which were somewhat different from Yangming’s.
Base on this examination, we can conclude that the prominent figure of
Yangmingxue in the 17th century Joseon was Choe Myung-gil, but not

Jo Ik. In addition, we can say that 'Maengjagiui' is a classic which
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shows that the 17th century Joseon Confucian Classics thoughts did not
only develop into a more intensified Zhuzixue, but also included
scholars’ awareness of problems about the acceptance and overcoming

of Yangmingxue.

Key words: 17th century Joseon's Confucian Classics thoughts, Maengjagiui,
Zhuzixue, Yangmingxue, Jo Ik, Choe Myung-gil.
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