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A Study on succession of Cheng brothers’ Thoughts in
Nammyeong’s Neo-Confucianism study

Jung, Jong Mo (Andong National Univ.)

This paper aims to explain Nammyeong’s ideas in terms of continuity
with Cheng Brothers’ Neo-Confucianism. Especially he was concerned
of ‘view of the teacher’s role(fillifi)’ and ‘issue of moving forward
and moving back({l!}&if)’, which theories were influenced by Cheng
Brother. Nammyeong’s excavation of Cheng Brother’s idea is one of
reconstructing Neo-Confucianism in the Song dynasty. In fact, this kind
of approach was a common way in the sixteenth century’s Zhuzixue(4:
F5 in China and Chosun. In other words, scholars were starting to
investigate Cheng Brother’s Neo-Confucianism to criticize and reflect of
formalized Zhuzixue. We can find the ‘simultaneity of the
non-simultaneity’, it means the simultaneous phenomenon of acceptance
and transformation of Zhuzixue in the sixteenth century’s Chosun-
Confucianism. Nammyeong also applied his understanding and reflection
about Zhuzixue into his theory. In this article, I will make it clear that
Nammyeong tried to reconstruct Zhuzixue through Cheng Brother’s idea,
especially ‘view of the teacher’s role’ and ‘issue of moving forward

and moving back.’

Key words: Nammyeong Cho Shik, Cheng Brothers, view of the

teacher’s role, issue of moving forward and moving back
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