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Purpose: This study aimed to examine the process of translating and adapting instruments for nursing research into
Korean. Methods: Using the scoping review methods, a literature review was conducted independently by two
reviewers. They searched the literature across two electronic databases (CINAHL and RISS), hand-searched nine
major Korean nursing journals, and searched Google Scholar for grey literature. Results: A total of 130 articles were
eligible for inclusion. Only 64.6% of the articles adhered to guidelines for cross-cultural translation and adaptation
of instruments, indicating an increasing trend in compliance, but also highlighting instances of non-compliance or
lack of explicit mention. Our analysis also revealed that 70.0% obtained permission from the original authors to use
the instruments. In forward translation, 21.5% involved multiple bilingual translators, while 78.5% relied on a single
translator or individuals with various qualifications. Only 16.2% of articles reported performing back translation with
two bilingual translators. Concerning expert panels, only 5.4% included them, with 22.3% having insufficient panel
composition. Pre-testing involved surveys with 10 or more participants in 43.1% of studies. Cognitive interviews were
conducted in 16.2% of the studies. Finally, 99.2% reported the final translated version, and 49.2% documented
changes made during the process. Conclusion: This review underscores the need for more standardized and
rigorous approaches in the translation and adaptation of instruments for cross-cultural research in nursing in Korea.
It calls for greater adherence to established guidelines, utilizing expert panels and cognitive interviewing, and
thorough documentation to ensure the cross-cultural validation of research instruments.
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Figure 1. Flow diagram of study selection.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Selected Studies (N=130)

Characteristics Categories n (%)
Year of 2000~2004 7(5.4)
publication 2005~2009 11 (8.5)
2010~2014 28 (21.5)
2015~2019 55 (42.3)
2020~2021 29 (22.3)
Type of journal Domestic 82(63.1)
International 48 (36.9)
Target Adults 86 (66.2)
populations Elderly only 11 (8.5)
Adolescents 4(3.1)
Children 1(0.8)
Nurses 16 (12.3)
Nursing students 11 (8.5)
Facility 1(0.8)
Country of USA 83 (63.8)
develolpment Canada 11 (8.5)
of original scale  Australia 11 (8.5)
England 7 (5.4)
Netherlands 4(3.1)
Sweden 4(3.1)
Taiwan 3(2.3)
Others 7(5.4)
Language of English 123 (94.6)
original scale Others 7 (5.4)
Translation/ WHO* 32 (24.6)
adaptation Brislin* 17 (13.1)
process Flaherty et al.* 6 (4.6)
guideline® Chapman and Carter* 5(3.8)
Committee-based 4(3.1)
Guillemin and Beaton et al.* 4(3.1)
Jones et al.* 3(2.3)
Fayers and Marchin's 2(1.5)
Waltz, Strickland, and Lenz 2(1.5)
Others 15 (11.6)
Not reported 46 (35.4)

*Multiple responses.
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Appendix 1. Search Strategies

Database Search term
Research Information 1  questionnaire OR measure OR instrument OR survey OR scale OR validation OR validity OR
Sharing Service ZEX] OR 4EA] OR &% OR =7 OR FA} OR = OR E}Z3} OR EFgA] OR Bl =
(RISS) 2 translation OR translate OR translating OR adaptation OR cross-cultural OR <& OR H<F
3 nurse OR nursing OR 7t&
4 land2and3
Cumulative Index of 1  questionnaire OR measure OR instrument OR survey OR scale OR validation OR validity OR
Nursing and Allied ZEZ OR AEA] OR &4 OR =7 OR A} OR A= OR B3} OR EFEA] OR EFg =
Eﬁiﬁ:ﬁi; rature 2 translation OR translate OR translating OR adaptation OR cross-cultural OR % OR ¥}
3  nurse OR nursing OR 7t&
4  Korea version OR Korean version
5 land2and3and 4
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Appendix 3. Guidelines for the Process of Cross-Cultural Translation and Adaptation

Steps Rating Description
Permission Yes - To get permission before performing translation
No - No information found on responsiveness
Forward translation Good - At least two bilingual translator with Korean-first language as their mother tongue
Fair - Translation performed by only one translator or others (fluent speaker, resident,
researcher, translation agency)
Poor - No information found on responsiveness
Back translation Good - At least two bilingual translator
Fair - Translation performed by only one translator or others (fluent speaker, resident,
researcher, translation agency)
Poor - No information found on responsiveness
Expert panel/ Committee Good - The minimum composition comprises original translator, experts in health, experts
with experience in instrument development and translation
Fair - The composition comprises one of the original translator, experts in health, experts
with experience in instrument development and translation, others (professors,
bilingual, researchers)
Poor - No information found on responsiveness
Pretest Good - Administer questionnaires to a focus group of 10 or more people
Fair - Administer questionnaires to a focus group of less than 10 people
Poor - No information found on responsiveness
Cognitive interview Yes - Conduct cognitive interview
No - No information found on responsiveness
Final version Yes - Submit the final translated version
No - No information found on responsiveness
Documentation Yes - Document all of the process
No - No information found on responsiveness

20  Global Health and Nursing



Appendix 4. Type of Journals Published

(N=130)
Type of journal n (%)
Domestic Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing 29 (34.9)
Korean Journal of Adult Nursing 9 (10.8)
The Journal of Fundamentals of Nursing 7 (8.4)
Korean Academy of Child Health Nursing 6 (7.2)
Journal of Korean Academy of Nursing Administration 5 (6.0)
Journal of Korean Gerontological Nursing 5 (6.0)
The Korean Academy of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing 4 (4.8)
Journal of Korean Academy of Community Health Nursing 3 (3.6)
Journal of Korean Public Health Nursing 3 (3.6)
Korean Journal of Women Health Nursing 3 (3.6)
Health & Nursing 2 (2.4)
Journal of Korean Clinical Nursing Research 2 (2.4)
Korean Society of Critical Care Nursing 2 (24)
The Journal of Korean Academic Society of Nursing Education 2 (24)
Korean Academic Society of Occupational Health Nursing 112
International Asian Nursing Research 12 (25.5)
Cancer Nursing 3 (6.4)
Journal of Transcultural Nursing 3 (6.4)
Archives of Psychiatric Nursing 2 (4.3)
BMC Nursing 2 (4.3)
International Journal of Nursing Studies 2 (4.3)
Journal of Advanced Nursing 2 (4.3)
Journal of Nursing Measurement 2 (4.3)
Nurse Education Today 2 (4.3)
Others 17 (36.2)
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