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<Abstract>

Lim Hyewon. 2006. Metaphorical Extensions of Thing Concepts in
Korean: A Corpus-based Study. Korean Semantics, 19. In a cognitive
linguistic approach, metaphor is to understand one thing in terms of
another. For example, we metaphorically understand some abstract
concepts as some objects existing in physical world. Such metaphorical
understanding is reflected in language. This paper explores metaphorical
extensions of THING concepts in Korean using corpus data to reveal
how Korean language users understand and use the concepts of THING.
More specifically, we examine how abstract concepts are metaphorically
understood in terms of THING concepts. Since things are essential in
our daily life, various thing concepts constitute source domain concepts
for a large number of abstract target domain concepts. THING concepts
are built upon our physical experiences and the knowledge about the
things enables us to understand other abstract concepts metaphorically.
In order to find metaphors that are based on THING concepts and
that are frequently used, we examined relevant metaphorical
expressions attested in spoken Korean corpus. We can find the
metaphorical conceptualization of THING in terms of QUANTITY,
WEIGHT, TEMPERATURE, BRIGHTNESS, DENSITY OF THE
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THING based on the attributes of THING such as touching and
handling the objects. Also we can find the metaphorical extension of
SOLID, a state of things, in terms of SIZE, SHAPE, FEELS OF THE
THING based on the attributes of THING such as grasping and
manipulating the objects. Finally we can find the metaphorical
extension of LIQUID, because of the nature of the liquid such as
fluidity. This research validates cognitive processes by which
language users understand abstract concepts in terms of concrete
concepts. Also, those thing metaphors are of experiential basis, for
they are motivated by physical experiences of Korean language users.

gl Ao} Sf(metaphor), 2 #H(metaphorical extension), <723
(semantic  extension), 7H'd3Hconceptualization), EA=2 4
(ontological metaphor), 715 2fH(container metaphor), T4
(source domain), =3 9(target domain), 482 T (experiential

basis), 21413 embodiment), A3 (experientialism)
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o Qe iy P E AAD o]l A2 wA F YU (4
)
el 2743 Beeed gl & Wi 3 A= SYE Agu

oZ
Ol‘-‘) tl
ft
L
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H, 23A 3A 3Rl JoAM AA ok 2HE = 3 Zef e, (Y4-20d)
A, <vocal desc="%-5"> 3k (474-20dh)
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and Metonymy List>olA% VALUE IS SIZEgh= 2571 AlAEe] dtka it} Do
you have anything smaller than a twenty? Can you break a twenty? We don't accept
any bill larger than a twenty?' ¢} 2¢] 7kX 9] A&Z glue] A7 2 ofsf st} Blo]tt
(AF%, 2004 251).
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(15) 7. 78T ot wgol i warsirh A% 2 & Ygieh (1-38)
CoAZE e @ o) ol 9 mMsh ol HEws dvlsha (ge))

C. e T <Qerdadl Q> ol T B olAKL FE RERRAAE
2, (39

2. HARES) Hstel Xt ol ANE ARHUG AT, (R-WE)
v ok R AL Qo] A, (24-20)
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