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3) {--} for affliction is a treasure, and scare any Man hath enough of it. No man affliction
enough, that is not matured, and ripened by it, and made fit for God by that affliction.
Another Man may sicke too, and sicke to death, and this affliction may lie in his bowels,
as gold in a Mine, and be of no use to him; but this bee that tels mee of his affliction,

digs out and applies that gold to mee. (Meditation 17, Dewotions upon emergent occasions)
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5) It pleased God to take from me my deare childe Betty, which had bin long in the riketts
and consumption [+++]. And notwithstanding all the means I used, and had her with Naly
at St. Mungno’s Well for it, she grew weaker, and att the last, in a most desperate cough
that destroyed her lunges, she died [-++] we allso did with great zeale deliver up my deare
infant's soule into the hand of my heavenly Father, and then she swetly fell asleepe and went
out of this miserable world like a lamb (94-5).

6) But, least I should too much sett my heart in the satisfaction of any blessing under heaven,
it seemed good to the most infinitt wise God to take him [Christopher] from me, giving
me some apprehensions thereof (-++] with a full resignation to His providence, I endeavoured
to submit patiently and willingly to part with my sweete childe to out deare and loveing
Father, Who see what was better for me then I could, begging that his will might be mine,
either in life or death (165).
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7) Of my ninth childe it was the pleasure of God to give me a weake and sickely time in
breeding [-++) if it had bin good in the eyes of my God I should much rather (-] not
to have bin in this(very sickly) condittion. But it is not a Christian’s part to chuse anything
of this nature, but what shall be the will of our heavenely Father, be it never soe contrary
to our owne desires. Therefore did I desire to submitt in this despensation, and depend uppon
His providence for the preservation of my life, Who had delivered me in my extremities and
afflictions [++]. The birth of my ninth childe was very perillous to me, and I hardly escaped
with my life, falling into pangs of labour about the 4th of November, beeing ill, continueing
that weeke [---](165).
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8) After my deare childe’s death, I fell into a great and long-continued weakenesse by the
swelling of my milke, he having sucket last, in his paine, of the left breast, had hurt the
nipple, causeing it to gangareene, and extreame pained with torment of it, made me fall into
a feavour, which, together with excessve paines in my head and teeth, uppon much greife
from the unhansome proud carriage of those I tooke to be a comfort in my diestresse, proved
the greatest corisive in my sicke and weake condittion, (166)

9) [+++] being lately conceived before [+++). So this together with a griefe that befell me at
my returne home, about a settlement last made by Colvill for my children’s maintenance and
portions, which had bin undon, without my consent and knowledge [:-] there was not one
penny could be secured for my two poore daughters[+++]). After this happened, I fell into

a very sad and desperate condittion -] the violency thereof contineued a long time affter
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Dr. Wittie was with me[+-)

Death in itselfe beeing desirable to those whoes affections had came to be weaned from the
comforts and vanities of this life, wishing to be freed from this world’s troubles and to be
receved into the armes of everesting rest; yet, as a Christian wife and mother, was there a
duty incumbant upon me to discharge with faithfullnesses and godlinesse towards my deare
husband and children [--](152).
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Alice Thornton was in fact tough and enduring, a survivor, 263). 3k “&
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10) I therefore, His creatre and unworthy handmaide, who have not tasted (only) of the droppings
of His dew, but has bin showred plentifully upon my head with the contineued streames of
goodness, doe most humbly desire to furnish my heart with the deepe thoughts and
apprehensions and sincere meditations of and thankefullnesse for his free grace, love, mercys,
and inconceavable goodness to me His poore creature, even from my first beginning; and.

with a most cordiall and sincere heart, thankefully doe returne Him the glory of all; (1)
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12) The Art of Midwifry is doubtless one of the most useful and necessary ofall Arts, for the
being and well-being of Mankind, and therefore it is extremely requisite that a Midwife, be
both fearing God, faithful, and exceeding well experienced in that profession. Her fidelity shall
find not only a reward here from man, but God hath given a special example of it, Exod
I. in the Midwives of Israsel, who were so faithful to their trust, that the Command of a
King could not make them depart from it, viz. But the midwives feared God, and did not
as the King of egypt commanded them, but saved the children alive. Therefore God dealt
well with the Midwives [-+-].

Some perhaps may think, that then it is not proper for women to be of this profession,
because they cannot attain so rarely the knowledge of things as men may (-] and though
nature be not alone sufficient to the perfection of it, yet farther knowledge may be gain’d

by a long and diligent practice, and be communicated to others of our own sex. (12)
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ABSTRACT

Reading Maternal Body in Alice Thornton’s
Autobiography

Im, Chung-in

This paper reads Alice Thornton’s autobiography, one of the late
seventeenth century female-authored autobiographies. The main interest
in this paper lies in exploring the ways in which Thornton re-members
her life through various sicknesses and deaths. The more specific focus
of this paper is put on how she obsessively records her maternal
experiences that involve pregnancy, childbirths, nursing, obstetrical
illnesses, and losses of children, and how in doing so she interprets them
as at once afflicting and delivering God’s hands. All the sicknesses and
losses she experiences as a mother become her ultimate empowerment,
when she willingly submits to ineffable Providence, and they
consequently become her salvation as a God’s true and humble subject.
The conclusion of the paper is that early modern social, religious,
cultural, and medical discourses on women’s unstable, inferior, and fluid
body gets contested in Thornton’s autobiography, due to the female
author’s attempt to view particularly feminine, maternal, and bodily

experiences as an exclusive stairway to heaven and spiritual regeneration.



