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And seyde, "Frend, syn thow hast swych distresse,
And syn the list myn argumentz to blem,

Why nylt thiselven helpen don redresse

And with thy manhod letten al this grame?

Go ravysshe here! Ne kanstow nat, for shame?
And other lat here out of towne fare,

Or hold here stille, and leve thy nyce fare.

Artow in Troie, and has non hardyment

To take a womman which that loveth the

And wolde hireselven ben of thyn assent?"3)
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It is no rape, in my dom, ne no vice,

Hire to witholden that ye love moost;

Peraunter she myghte hold the for nyce

To late hire go thus unto the Grekis oost. (4: 596-99)(o|& 8l A HA} 7F*)
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Ye shal ek sen, youre fader shal yow glose

To ben a wif; and as he kan wel preche,

He shal som Grek so preyse and wel alose

That ravysshen he shal yow with his speche,

Or do yow don by force as he shal teche; (4: 1471-75)(o| &8 A A} 7*)
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7) A9 ‘rape'?l Aol s} Corinne Saunderst TH-3F o] watc) “[A] definition of the medieval
understanding of 'rape' might be 'the exercise of the will to control and possess another human
being"(21)
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Yt is wel wist how that the Grekes stronge

In armes with a thousand shippes wente

To Troiewardes, and the cite longe

Assegeden, neigh ten yer er they stente,

And in diverse wise and oon entente,

The ravysshyng to wreken of Eleyne,

By Paris don, they wroughten al hir peyne.(1;57-6)(c]®&8l A Ia} 7*x)
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First, syn thow woost this town hath al this werre
For ravysshyng of wommen so by myght,

It shold nought be suffred me to erre,

As it stant now, ne don so gret unright.(4:547-50)
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And as the newe abaysed nyghtyngale,

That stynteth first whan she bygynneth to synge,

Whan that she hereth any herde tale,

Or in the hegges any wyght stirynge,

And after siker doth hire vois out rynge,

Right so Criseyde, whan hire drede stente,

Opned hire herte and tolde hym hire entente. (3: 1233-39)

99 Qrgol AAStIA s Aol WAAE BE Felge] Azl F welshs oy
AYAY ALHe|EE o)Al ExdeizolA vhee A3 Estu Yok otk AW
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2dle] oA WzWo] FFYT F WAG Aolv] wjRolrh o] Qg Ro)A £ &
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A nyghtyngale, upon a cedre grene,

Under the chambre wal ther as she ley,

Ful loude song ayein the moone shene,

Peraunter in his briddes wise a lay

Of love, that made hire herte fressh and gay.

That herkned she so longe in good entente,

Til at the laste the dede slep hire hente.(2:918-24)

TFHAE TAYAol== YolEALe w3 A¥E E=Uh1D IdY o wdlE IUE
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And as she slep, anonright tho hire mette

How that an egle, fethered whit as bon,

Under hire brest his longe clawes sette,

And out hire herte he rente, and that anon,

And dide his herte into hire brest to gon—

Of which she nought agroos, ne nothyng smerte—

And forth he fleigh, with herte left for herte. (2:925-31)
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And up and doun, as he the forest soughte,

He mette he saugh a bor with tuskes grete,

That slepte ayeyn the bryght sonnes hete.

And by this bor, faste in his armes folde,

Lay, kyssyng ay, his lady bryght, Criseyde. (5:1237-41)
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Rape and Ravishment in Troilus and Criseyde
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In the Middle Ages, raptus connoted not only forced coitus, sexual assault,
abduction, but also seizure, dragging off, transportation, appropriation and theft. The
English derivatives, rape and ravish had almost the same connotation. The
glissement of the seemingly disparate meanings in these words reveal that women
were regarded as a property of men and that they were denied subjectivity,
particularly in sexual matters. Troilus and Criseyde witnesses the aetheticization or
eroticization of rape in Chaucer's England. Abduction, rape and marriage or love
were interchangeable terms just as women were thought to be exchangeable goods
among men. Dreams of Pandarus, Criseyde and Troilus display their clandestine
desire of rape which is represented to be indistinguishable from love. Bird imagery
embedded in the inception and consummation of the love of Troilus and Criseyde
show their conscious or unconscious Involvement in rape. Cassandra's
historiography which emphasizes causation and recurrent historical patterns
suggests that the suffering of the women in Thebes will recur in the lives of the

women involved in the Trojan war.



