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ABSTRACT

Korean Appropriation of Avant-garde Art (1)

- Jean Cocteau and Yi Sang

Song, Minho*

This paper is the first article of a sequential project that aims to inves-
tigate how the artistic practices of the Western Avant-garde influenced
Korean artists. This article investigates, in particular, the issue of how an
essential part of modernist thought in Yi Sang’s works was affected by
Jean Cocteau’s cubism art. Literary writers in colonial Joseon, including
Yi Sang, Jung Ji-yong, Kim Ki-rim and Park Tae-won, could read almost
all documents and books on Western literature and art, including the
works of Jean Cocteau, through their Japanese translations. Through these
Japanese translations, they could also participate in the artistic universality
and modernity. The translation of Jean Cocteau’s works published in
Japan in the 1930’s was obtained and it was confirmed that the words of
Jean Cocteau cited by Yi Sang were mostly quoted from the Japanese
translation. Finally, attempts were made to pinpoint the exact point at
which Yi Sang’s intervention into modernist thought, through Jean

Cocteau, took place.

* Graduate School of Cinematic Content, Dankook University
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The idea of avant-garde art that Jean Cocteau had advocated at the time
gained concrete form through the Cubist artistic practices of Picasso in
painting and Eric Satie in music, etc. The artistic philosophy of Cubism
was derived from Einstein's theory of relativity which produced the per-
spective of a scientific understanding of the dimensional structure of the
world. Thus, Cubism was an artistic practice based on rigorous scientific
theory, which was the reason why it could be an international thought.

Yi Sang also participated in the avant-garde stream of thought through
the early series poems, “3 dimension/angle blueprint.” Furthermore, in
adopting a variety of poetic images from Jean Cocteau’s poems, in the
process of understanding and accepting his overall art world, Yi Sang cre-
ated his own artistic world. In particular, the fact that the images of the
‘angel’, ‘Venus’ and ‘arm stump’ etc. present in Yi Sang’s early poems
reveal the influence of Jean Cocteau, and the way in which Yi San consid-

ered this impact as an opportunity for new creation is identified in this

paper.
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