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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Correlation between the Distribution
of Catholic Books and the Reading Culture of Korean Books
from the Late 18th Century to the 19th Century

LEE, MIN HEUI*

This study aims to examine the distribution and publication of Korean
Catholic books, and to connect this phenomenon with the increase of
Korean users, with view to considering the relationship between the rate
of literacy and the frequency of media exposure. In particular, this study
focuses on examining the meaning of using the Korean alphabet and the
reading of Korean books by believers of Catholicism, which is an topic
that has tended to be overlooked in relation to the issue of the formation
of Korean readership. The Korean education of Catholicism through
Korean Catholic books brought about an increase in the literacy rate of
the lower classes and women. Catholic books developed from manuscript
form, into wooden-block print form, and finally into printed book form.
The mass production of these Catholic books was required by the Catholic
faith. It eventually led to an increase in the number of Korean readers.
The manuscripts, distribution, and publications of Korean Catholic books
became a form of power that increased the number of literate people and
played a leading role in the distribution culture of Korean novels.

* Department of Korean Education, Kangwon National University
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