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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Truth Described
in Kim Yu-Jeong’s Literature

- The Limitation and Tragedy of a Human Being as a Physical Existence

Kim Mee Young*

Kim Yu-Jeong wrote 31 short stories during his illness. He suffered
from tuberculosis, pleurisy, hemorrhoids, depression, and anthropophobia
from 1933 to 1937. He also had been a stammerer in youth. So in this
sense, it is possible to regard his novels as a form of ‘sickbed literature’.
The main subject of Kim Yu-Jeong’s novels is the limitation and tragedy
of a human being as a physical existence. In the novels, the complexity
of Kim Yu-Jeong’s diseases are reflected very well. He uses humor as a
method of enduring the bad situations which may face a human being. His
writing style has been revealed to be very Korean. His novels contain im-
agery of the people of the lower classes and the landscapes of mountain
villages in Korea. He was a member of Group Gu-In. The members of
this group were very close to the members of Group Mook-Il, which had
looked for Korean style in modern fine arts. The efforts of the Korean
painters to find ‘local colour’ in art in the mid-1930s may have been a

big influence.

* College of Liberal Arts, Hongik University
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