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2) Matthiessen, F.O. (1979), American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson
and Whitman, NY: Oxford UP, pp. 242-252.
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Tl Tedx); o] ARolgta & 4 & "AlT(“The Custom
House") oAl AFA19] 2HE- 2l Aetar uhs|HA], 2lAS JAX A9}
I AAFAA Q] “FH A (the neutral territory)2}al A &gt

ﬂJI

=

aguz oA A Hutee A AL Fuhek Afo] of
d7tel e SHAWCE Heloh a2dH SHA DM = AAA
o BBAAZE M2 WUEA ZrZF g 4o 9FE TeT
FHE0] o3l Eolet: ¢2lE 2ak wAISHA & Aot
(28, BAHF=R)

UNAE P2t 2ASUY 25801 7S A g2 §

4) Nathaniel Hawthorne (1988), The Scarlet Letter: An Authoritative Text. NY: W.W. Norton,
1988, p. 28, QO WEO|A] (EETAL AL 1G] HL 919 TEE AL
stal, 2% &of H4E w7712 T

5) They were fantastic stories about marvel-filled adventures, often of a knight errant
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portrayed as having heroic qualities, who goes on a quest, yet it is the emphasis on
heterosexual love and courtly manners distinguishes it from the chanson de geste and
other kinds of epic, in which masculine military heroism predominates. (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Chivalric_romance)
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2o A Avle] TS =7l Aol fA] 2 AL Bl 753 A
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F4”(a mortal man, with once a human heart, has become a
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heart of full of torture, 116)2 717 E3FZ Q] QIER KA}
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Lol wstel wigke] FHHE 2T ofAY ofd EVe RS
Zoltt. (63, BAL=X)

SHAEE, o714 et 52 the great law) 412 f]Tieh ¥ 2]o] of
A e ARSIE Auistd AR M ¢ Qled, YT
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3 otelo] BANE BE AEA Yrb Wel Lol opu A9 ol
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ABSTRACT

Ambiguous Narration and Open Interpretation
- The Narrative Techniques in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter

Cho, Chulwon*

The complex, multilayered psychological conditions and change regard-
ing good and evil that the main characters of The Scarlet Letter, including
the protagonist Hester Prynne, undergo are reproduced through
Hawthorne’s unique narrative technique. Moreover, by not describing aris-
ing incidents which could have been objective, the narrator elicits
open-endings based on the possibilities of various interpretations. Readers
assume that numerous endings are possible as they encounter the nar-
rator’s ambiguous and inconsistent descriptions throughout the story. The
ambiguity of the narration increases more so as the novel approaches its
ending, causing the readers to realize that the author’s attitude towards the
Puritan society is not univocal.

Describing the different perspectives about Hester and Dimmesdale’s
adultery, the narrator reveals many gaps in the various possible
interpretations. Although the readers get lost within the ambiguities of the
story, they begin to agree with the author’s thoughts and values that are

* Department of English Language and Literature, Seoul National University
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revealed through the ambiguous narration: there is no fixed meaning in
human life. Through the various, unique narrative technique, the narrator
avoids telling the story with certainty and readers are provided with the
opportunity to fill the spaces of ambiguity with imagination. The narrator’s
complex depictions allow the possibilities of infinite interpretations
throughout the novel. Despite having been written in the 19th century in
the background of the 17th century, The Scarlet Letter still maintains the
present state because the significant open interpretations within the ambi-

guity can be possible even for readers today.
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