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ABSTRACT

East Asian Literature and Woman
- Yosano Akiko (1878-1942), Na Hyesok (1896-1948), Eileen Chang (1920-1995)

Choi Junga*

Woman was a new subject with wide and various spectrums in the
modern discourse of East Asia. When the discourse of ‘new woman’ (shin
yeosong) emerged into the public from the long silence under the patri-
archal society, this term became a new buzzword crossing over the boun-
daries between the new and the old, the premodern and the modern, and
the East and the West. The act and behavior of female subjects stands for
the direction of the modern civilization but also becomes an issue over
time, space, and ideological differences in East Asia that confronts the
Western modernization in the early twentieth century.

Female subjects who are interpolated by the men are fated within the
discourse of the masculine society but the new woman’s movement begins
to arise in East Asia. New Women’s emancipating movements let them to
implement their own voice as “the language of the first-person,” which
was the ultimate process of making their lives sensual and artistic. Their

voices are multi-layered beyond the single-layered male voice. The un-

* Department of Korean Language and Literature, Seoul National University
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precedented ‘new woman’ movement came from their dreams toward a
new life.

This paper looks at the pioneering aspects of these women: Na Hyesok
in colonial Korea, Yosano Akiko in Japan, and FEileen Chang in China.
These three women succeed in establishing the new woman character in
each East Asian society even beyond the differences of temporal and spa-
tial background. In particular, it is worth to notice that the process of fos-
tering self-consciousness as a woman is also engaged to realize the
self-identity as an artist. Their attempts to deepen the layers of female lit-
erary studies as a female stylist contribute to further aestheticize the world

around them.



