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ABSTRACT

Re-reading Nakae Chomin’s 4 Discourse by Three

Drunkards on Government

- Focusing on Liberty, Morality and Righteousness, Revolution

and a Vision of Democracy

Lee Yeaann*

Nakae Chomin’s 4 Discourse by Three Drunkards on Government (=
W Nk fmTiI 2, 1887), according to past research, presents pacifism, mili-
tary expansionism, and neutral diplomacy —through three characters, a
Gentleman of Western Learning, the Champion of the East, and Master
Nankai —as a means by which the small state of Japan can maintain its
independence faced with the imperialism of the West. However, this paper
aims to identify these three characters with Chomin in the past and pres-
ent, based on a series of experiences that he had over time. It also aims
to examine three arguments in this book with the dual structure of
self-criticism, which is composed of Chomin’s criticisms of his own ideas
of the past, and also of his own ideas of each period of time. Re-reading
the book from this perspective, one can note that Chomin makes repetitive

self-criticisms through the characters and persistently continues the dis-

* Hallym Academy of Sciences, Hallym University
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cussion, even to the point of sacrificing logic. Then, one can see that the
main theme of the book is formed around how modern Japan should un-
derstand and practice liberty, morality and righteousness, and revolution as
it journeys toward democracy. The “given rights” proposed after the heat-
ed debate of the characters as an alternative to “revolutionary liberty”
helps the reader understand how the idea of liberty was perceived in mod-
ern Japan, in terms of conflicts and limitations, as well as how the idea
was deeply rooted and maintained in discussions of liberalism and democ-

racy in the country afterwards.
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