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ABSTRACT

“Haetae” Revived in Lee Sang’s Literature
- A Study of The Walking Stick is Killed by the Train

Go, Hyeon Hye*

In this study, the postmodernity of Lee Sang which lies at the center
of The Walking Stick is Killed by the Train is discussed. Specifically, in
order to undertake a comprehensive analysis of this novel, as well as to
carry out discussions on the haetae, a traditional and nationalistic text that
was strategically used in this novel, three issues are addressed. The first
is to reveal the reverse strategy of the funny story of this novel. To do
so, the logic and laughter of reverse in Lee Sang’s literature, and the con-
flict structure and epiphany of laughter and fear in the novel was
elucidated. The second is to check the distorted state of the colonial mod-
ern period of the 1930s displayed in this novel. To do so, the text was
approached as a fable of colonial modernization in which the culture of
the colonial modern period in vogue at the time was observed and the sty-
listic subject-object inversion was read. The third addresses the revival of
the haetae in this novel and elucidates the meaning of the death of the

walking stick. The haetac appearing in the story is examined from three

* Department of Korean Language and Literature, Kookmin University
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perspectives, and attempts are made to explore what Lee Sang intended
though the death of the walking stick. This novel is one of the stories of
Koreans produced in connection with the Gwanghwamun Haetae. Lee
Sang makes a judgment on the haetae to solve the problem of the identity
of Koreans in the 1930s. It symbolizes the content of the judgment that

is the subject of this novel.
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