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1) Kenneth M. Stampp (1956), The Peculiar Institution: Slavery in the Ante-Bellum
South, New York: Vintage Books, p. 136.
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2) Frances Smith Foster (1996), “Resisting Incidents.” Harriet Jacobs and Incidents on
the Life of a Slave Girl: New Critical Essays (ed by Deborah M. Garfield & Rafia
Zafar), New York: Cambridge UP, p. xvii.

3) Peter Kolchin (2004), “Eugene D. Genovese: Historian of Slavery,” Radical History
Review 88, p. 56.
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4) Eugene Genovese (1974), Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made, New York:
Vintage Books, pp. xv-xvii.
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Girl,” Southern Quarterly 45.3, pp. 31-32.

6) Ann Fabian (2001), The Unvarnished Truth: Personal Narratives in Nineteenth-
Century America, Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 110-111.

7) Frances Smith Foster (1996), p. 64.
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8) Karen E. Beardslee (1999), “Through Slave Culture’s Lens Comes the Abundant
Source: Harriet A. Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,” African American
Literature 24.1, p. 37; James Olney (1985), ““I was born”: Slave Narratives, Their
Status as Autobiography and as a Literature,” The Slave’s Narratives (ed by Davis,
Charles T. and Henry Louis Gates, Jr.), Oxford: Oxford UP, p. 154; Crispin Sartwell

(1998), Act Like you Know: Afiican-American Autobiography and White Identity,
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, p. 40.

9) Gillian Brown (1990), Domestic Individualism.: Imagining Self in Nineteenth-Century
America, Berkeley: California UP, p. 101.
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10) Xiomara Santamarina (2007), “Black Womanhood in North American Women’s
Slave Narratives” The Cambridge Companion to the Afiican American Slave
Narrative (ed by Audrey Fisch), New York: Cambridge UP, p. 233.

11) Jean Fagan Yellin (1981), “Written By Herself: Harriet Jacobs Slave Narrative,”
American Literature 53.3, p. 481; Bruce Mills (1992), “Lydia Maria Child and the
Endings to Harriet Jacob’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,” American Literature
64.2, p. 255.

12) Andrews, William L. (1986), To Tell a Free Story: The First Century of
Afro-American Autobiography, 1760-1865, Urbana: Illinois UP, 246.
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16) Jacobs (1861), p. 36.
17) Frederick Law Olmsted (1953), The Cotton Kingdom: A Traveller’s Observations

on Cotton and Slavery in the American Slave States. Based upon Three Former
Volumes of Journeys and Investigations by the Same Author (ed by Arthur M.
Schlesinger), New York: Knopf. p. 164.

18) Jacobs (1861), p. 10; 31.
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The secrets of slavery are concealed like those of the Inquisition. My
master was, to my knowledge, the father of eleven slaves. But did the
mothers dare to tell who was the father of their children? Did the other
slaves dare to allude to it, except in whispering among themselves? No

indeed! They knew too well the terrible consequences.2l)
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33) Andrews (1986), p. 17.
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Min Jung (2011), “The Troubled Discourse of Motherhood in Harriet Jacobs’
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42) Jacobs (1861), p. 77.

43) Gabrielle Foreman, P. (1996), “Manifest in Signs: The Politics of Sex and
Representation in Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,” Harriet Jacobs and Incidents
on the Life of a Slave Girl: New Critical Essays (ed by Deborah M. Garfield &
Rafia Zafar), New York: Cambridge UP, pp. 76-80.

44) Jacobs (1861), p. 77.
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ABSTRACT

Trying to Tell “the Two-fold Unspeakable” in Harriet
Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

Kim, LeeEun*

This paper aims at investigating a slave girl struggling to give a
true-to-life picture of the slavery against the silence forced upon her. In
addition to the cruelties and physical tortures, the slaves were doubly
bound because they were unable to confide in each other and form their
own bond among themselves. Trying to appeal mainly to the Northern
white female readers, Harriet Jacobs focuses on the sexual abuses on the
slave women but creates a much different character compared with the
conventional slave girl as a passive victim. Jacobs portrays Linda Brent
who talks back and speaks up against her master, Dr. Flint. Furthermore,
in order to escape seduction by her master, Brent enters into a sexual liai-
son with another white man, which would have made the contemporary
genteel readers uncomfortable. In describing this affair Jacobs cannot de-
pict the ‘unspeakable’ because she is incapable of finding appropriate ex-
pressions to convey her inner psychological turmoils which are often be-

yond the readers’ experience and imagination. Even though Jacobs tries

*Lecturer, Department of English Language and Literature, Seoul National University
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her best to narrate the wrongs, evils and depravities of the slavery as
much as possible, slavery is still beyond her description due to its in-
describable abominations. Her book is valuable not merely because she re-
cords an accurate and vivid reality of the slavery, but because she awak-
ens the readers to the extreme difficulties of grasping the truth of the

slavery.



