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Abstract

A Study of Kyung-tak Kim’s

Korean Phonetic Notations for Chinese Books

XU MEILING*

This article examines the issue of translation between Chinese and
Korean through two books, Zhongguoyu fayin jieshi (1939) and
Zhongguoyu I (1940). In these books, initial consonants were transcribed
into the following elements of the Korean alphabet. (D The palatal initials
were transliterated as ‘<, X, A(#A)’, the alveolar sibilant initials were
transliterated as ‘A%, XX, *’, and the retroflex initials were transliterated
as ‘00, O, O, O’. A form of ‘O + phoneme’ was used. @ ‘b, d, g’
etc. were transliterated in two groups. @ ‘f* was transliterated as ‘3 ’.
@ I’ was transliterated as ‘C1°. Finals were transcribed into the following

elements of the Korean alphabet. D ‘i’ was transliterated as ‘| °, *-i[1]’

was transliterated as ‘-1’, and ‘-i[1]” was transliterated as ‘-—’. @ ‘ai’ was
transliterated as ‘ } 1°, ‘ei’ was transliterated as ‘1] |°, ‘uai’ was trans-
literated as ‘2} | >, “uei’ was transliterated as ‘| °. Q) ‘a0’ was trans-

literated as ‘[1°[1, ‘iao’ was transliterated as ‘C1’[, ‘ou” was trans-

literated as ‘[1°[], ‘iou’ was transliterated as ‘[1°C]. @ ‘er’ was trans-

* Lecturer, Department of Chinese language and literature, Yonsei university
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literated as ‘2’ in Zhongguoyu I, while it was transliterated as ¢ 1+’
in Zhongguoyu fayin jieshi. This research may contribute to filling in the
gaps in the data concerning historical Chinese phonology. Future research
will be carried out on basic Chinese textbooks published at the same time

as these two books.
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