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Abstract

A Study on Siddhavastu of
Daeseungsaronhyeonuigi written by Hyegyun

Kang, Dae-Hyun*

There are many phonological summaries in Sanskrit about the
Siddhavastu of India. In the history of Korea, references of Siddhavastu
appear in Beopgyedogichongsurok written during the Goryeo Dynasty,
and in Jineonjip which forms part of the Buddhist Ritual Collection of the
Korean Medieval Period. References of Siddhavastu in Korean texts of the
Ancient Period, on the other hand, had yet to be found. However, the au-
thor was fortunate enough to discover one trace of Siddhavastu from
Ancient Korea; this was the Siddhavastu of Hyegyun of the Baekje
Dynasty, which was discussed by Annen in his book Shittanzo, which was
about a series of Japanese Siddham studies. One trace of Siddhavastu is
found in Daeseungsaronhyeonuigi Sipsaeumui, and it is possible that
Hyegyun adopted the GO-On (%%~ i¥) type of Chinese character pronun-
ciation, since Siddham (%£4%) or Siddhavastu (%42 %) was also included
in his book. Furthermore, this is the first evidence of literature for the

Siddhavastu written by ancient Korean. The Siddhavastu of Hyegyun con-

* Researcher, Dept. of Buddhism, Dongguk University (Post-Doc., National Research
Foundation of Korea)
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tained fourteen phones which formed the roots of the letters [a < a1 +1
u-iicecaico-au-r-f-1-1] in Mahaparinirvanasutra; he holds the
same view of Dharmaksema * Xie Lingyun etc, and also adopts the no-
tions of the fifty letters [ka - kha etc] of Mahaparinirvanasutra. In partic-
ular, the author realized that a - a are the back vowels (#%7%) in the four-
teen phones inside the root of letters, r - ¥+ 1-1 are the entering or
checked tone (A7) in the four tones (PY%¥), and the last two, am - ah
are from a - a, and after am - ah, the ultimate vowels, no other vowels
exists. As mentioned above, it was good enough for verbal interchange be-
tween Korea and Japan in ancient times, as is proven by the citation in
Annen’s Shittanzo. Consequently, it can be firmly established that one
clear piece of evidence about Siddhavastu written by an ancient Korean

does indeed exists.



