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Abstract

Mencius’ Nairuogiging and its Interpretation by
Later Confucian Thinkers

Jeong, Hwanhui*

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the developments in the un-
derstanding of the relationship between renxing (APE) and feeling (ging,
f#7). The famous paragraph ‘Nairuogiging’ (J47 1) from Mencius orig-
inally meant a monistic relationship between renxing and feeling. This
paragraph was interpreted in two different ways by later Confucian
thinkers. Both renxing and feeling were understood in an organic way in
Zhao Qi (H8I7), Sun Shi (£78d) and Zhang Jiucheng (3<JUEK). In contrast,
Zhu Xi(%:#%) was concerned with the blending of the two concepts. This
phenomenon clearly shows changes in the understanding of the relation-

ship between renxing and feeling in Confucian intellectual history.

* Teacher, Chungbuk Yongcheon Elementary School



