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Abstract

The Symbol of Fire in Aleksandr Blok’s Twelve

Cha, Jhee-Won*

Aleksandr Blok’s epic poem Twelve is well known as the highest liter-
ary masterpiece dedicated to the Russian October Revolution in 1917. It
has created a stir and evoked strong arguments between Russian artists
and intellectuals about the author’s attitude to the revolutionary reality,
Bolshevism and the poem’s meaning. It seems that the controversy and ar-
guments on Twelve has been coming mainly from the vibration of its
meaning and the ambivalence of its judgment.

The symbol of fire is expected to fully explain Blok’s ambivalent and
paradoxical conception of the revolution described in Twelve. In Twelve,
with images of strong and uncontrollable nature (‘ctuxusa’) like snow
storm and whirlwind which were also used to embody the revolution and
its turbulence in other writings of Blok, is rising one more thing of ‘cTuxus’,
the image of red fire.

Once the metaphors of snowstorm and whirlwind construct the con-
ception of the revolution as the phenomenon of cruxus irresistible and in-
surmountable by human, the conception of the revolution became at last

completed by the symbol of fire. The revolution was substantially ambiv-

* Ph.D. Invited Researcher at Institute of Humanities, Seoul National University
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alent and contradictory. It was destruction and at the same time
construction. It was ambivalent and contradictory ‘¢lan vital’ that would
bring the new by destroying the old. Thus the revolution could not help
being embodied only by the symbol of fire that implied life and death,
destruction and metamorphosis. Moreover, the symbol of fire introduced
the image of Christ through this ambivalence of life and death. The image
of Christ gave the implication about the duty of the artist and the in-
telligentsia who run into the revolutionary reality, about their right deeds.

Blok understood and accepted the October Revolution through the am-
bivalent symbol of fire that would transform the world from destruction
and death to regeneration and metamorphosis. Twelve described the revo-
lution conceptualized in various images of fire. “MupoBoii noxap” (world

fire) might be the final, complete symbol of the October Revolution.



