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25) R. Shindo (2015) “Enacting citizenship in a post-disaster situation: the response to
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake”, Citizenship Studies 19(1), p. 17. At &
7V o] SR 4 W SRS AuEE, FA] o]t FEe] drht 4
9] Ao]P=XE & 4= 9tk Ganbarou Nippon (7> 73277 HA Let’s hang on,
Japan!), Kokoro wo hitosu ni. Ganbarou Nippon! (:0>%—DIZ. 7> 3xmv7 HA
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26) Shind R. (2015), Ibid., p. 19. Aj2l&-
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ABSTRACT

Imagination of Disaster and Aesthetic Politics of Affect:
In the Light of Changes of Civil Society in East Sea Rim after Fukushima

Shin, Jin-Sook*

The Fukushima catastrophe marks a turning point in which the civilian
use of nuclear reactor technology in East Sea Rim, including Korea and
Japan, came to be reconsidered. As with Chernobyl in 1986, the
Fukushima nuclear accident led to questions on the relationship between
technology, politics, society, capitalism, and the environment. Furthermore,
the Fukushima accident implicitly and explicitly transformed the structure
of affect in Korean and Japanese civil society. Indeed, given that a specif-
ic vital affect can trigger the defying of established conceptions and the
reforming of diverse material and immaterial relations, we have to com-
prehend the performative courses of affect in which Fukushima itself be-
comes the eventfulness. Here, the eventfulness means the state in which
the event itself overflows and exceeds any established interpretations and
representations with respect to the catastrophe. In addition, we have to un-
derstand the fact that Fukushima forms a planetary atmosphere traversing
and superposing local, national and global dimensions or projects; that is,

for instance, the different aesthetical practices have capacities through

* HK Professor, Institute of Global Affairs, Kyung Hee University
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which the planetary atmospheres are singularly emerged. Therefore, this
paper focuses on expressing the disaster as an aesthetical affective atmos-
phere that can be distinguished from the typical emotions of Fukushima.
It is the objective of this study to comparatively analyze the forming of

affective communities in the East Sea Rim, after Fukushima.
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