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ABSTRACT

Gender Segregation at the Time of Death

Lee, Kyungha*

This study considers the manifestation of ‘gender segregation’ at the
‘end of life’ (i.e. hour of death), based on relevant records written by men
(on women) and those written by upper-class women in premodern Korea.
The text that provided the basis for such gender segregation was also iden-
tified; it was the passage ‘HTFAIAEALZ T, AR F2F
that appears in the ancient Book of Rites.

Gender distinctions regarding practice at the hour of death are clearly
set out in the ancient scripture but they were not clearly adhered to in re-
ality; the principles could or could not be followed. Records on gender
segregation at death were limited in the 17" and 19™ centuries but rela-
tively abundant in the 18" century. This study was able to confirm that
gender segregation at the time of death did exist in premodern Korea as

a means of honoring proprieties.

* HK Professor, Institute of Humanities, Seoul National University
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