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ABSTRACT

‘Heroic Codes’ and ‘Behavior Patterns’ in Jangar,

the Epic of Mongolia

Choi, Wonoh*

This paper discusses the heroic code and behavioral patterns of heroes
in Mongolia’s epic, Jangar. ‘Heroic code’ refers to the mental and behav-
ioral codes that heroes should have, and behavioral patterns refer to certain
types of behaviors of heroes. As a result of the discussion, the heroic co-
des of the heroes in Jangar are variously identified by fame, identity, rec-
ognition, and competition, and the pattern of behavior shows the form of
behavior by oneself or by others. Most heroic narratives deal with events
that take place around one hero, resulting in a single ‘heroic code’.
However, the reason why the ‘heroic code’ is so diverse in Jangar is re-
lated to the appearance of a number of heroes, including Jangar, Hongor,
and Sawar. In addition, the heroes in Jangar are in the political system
of Bomba, ruled by the monarch Jangar. Thus, it shows the pattern of ar-
bitrary behavior according to the command of the monarch Jangar, or
sometimes the pattern of arbitrary behavior according to the will of the
individual hero. This tells us that the heroic code, which refers to the spirit

and code of behavior of the heroes in Jangar, is superimposed on the state

* Professor, Department of Korean Language Education, Gwangju National University of Education
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and the individual. In addition, the heroic code works not only in a single
relationship but in various relationships such as vertical relationship, hori-
zontal relationship, and circular relationship. The reputation, essence, and
recognition associated with Jangar are operated in a vertical relationship,
the reputation associated with Hongor in a vertical and horizontal relation-
ship, and the spirit of competition operates horizontally in both Jangar
and his warriors. And Jangar’s fame is also seen in a circular relationship,
which is very closely related to the ‘feast’. A feast is a way of spreading
the fame of Jangar and Bomba. Considering that Jangar is composed of
‘feast-war-feast’, Jangar’s fame is maintained and spread in a circular re-
lationship commemorating peace without war and victory after war. In this
way, the heroic code in Jangar is characterized by diversity and hier-
archical character. Behavioral patterns also appear as arbitrary and arbi-
trary behaviors. In addition, Jangar has a variety of issues about heroes
as it is called ‘hero story about hero’. In that sense, Jangar is a treasure

trove of heroic epic research.
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