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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Negotiation Process of
the 1905 Convention Treaty:

The Reanalysis of Historical Records on the Revision of the Treaty

An, Seungmin*

Studies on the negotiation process of the 1905 Convention Treaty (‘Eulsa
Treaty’) have mainly focused on Emperor Gojong, the supreme decision
maker of Korea. Related to the conventional research trend, they examined
the validity of the treaty, based on the remarks and actions of Emperor
Gojong. Nevertheless, there were government officials along with the
Emperor at the site of the negotiation. According to the records, they have
demanded the revision of the treaty. In most studies, such efforts have been
neglected, while this study attempts to confirm the existence of the revision
proposed by government officials, by reviewing ‘[jonghyeopssangan Seol’
(the theory of ‘two different versions of drafts’).

The theory was based on the Records of the Japanese Legation in
Joseon ("L H A Z\MEREEI4%s) Vol. 24 which recorded the negotiation
process between Korea and Japan in 1905. Regarding the existence of two

documents with different content and same title, the theory suggested that

* Undergraduate Student, Department of Korean History, Seoul National University
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Japanese Government had prepared two different versions of drafts and
bribed the officials. However, considering the original records, it has been
revealed that the documents themselves were both original and the
revision. Therefore there were not two versions of documents, but only
one.

In addition, regarding different handwritings, uniqueness of amend-
ments, and other examples of treaties, the revision would be the result of
retrospective application of the opinions expressed by the officials. Based
on these grounds, it can be concluded that the treaty was revised at the

final moment of negotiation process of the 1905 Convention Treaty.
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