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ABSTRACT

Hambuk Dialect in Jung, Seonghoon*

Kim Kirim’s Short Stories

Focusing on “Along a Railroad”

This paper aims to investigate why Kim Kirim mostly used standard
language in his poetry, by analyzing the way dialects appear in his short
stories and its meaning. Kim used the dialects of Hakseong in short
stories which set in Hambuk, his hometown. These dialects were not used
simply to get the reality or emphasize the aesthetic sense. The hierarchy
between the dialects in “Along a Railroad” is related to awareness of the
position of his hometown in the modernization. Also, Hambuk dialect is
positioned as a thing of the past, so he thought that values of ‘hardness’
and ‘health’, which Hamgyeong-do had, would be ousted under the
offensive of capital. As a result, he excluded dialects from his modernism
poetry singing modern civilization, Whether to use dialects as a literary
language is not only made at the aesthetic level, but also is related to the

perception of modern civilization.

Keywords  Kim Kirim, Dialect, Standard Language, “Along a Railroad”,

Hambuk Dialect, Hometown

*  Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Seoul National University
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