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ABSTRACT

How Far Should We Develop? Ko, Tae-woo*

30 Years of Sihwa Lake, a Duet of

Pollution and Improvement

This article critically examines the environmental pollution and improvement
process caused by the development of Sihwa Lake and Sihwa District, and
seeks the possibility of coexistence between humans and non-human beings.
In 1977, Banwol Special Zone was designated as part of the policy of
population dispersion in the metropolitan area, and in the 1980s, as industrial
complexes were expanded and reclaimed farmland development was
promoted, Sihwa District development began in earnest. This development
was an expression of “high modernism” that advocated “national land
reform’, and it was also an intention of the Chun Doo-hwan regime to make
up for the poor performance of domestic construction companies due to
the slump in the Middle East construction market. Large-scale reclamation
led to the relocation of residents and job changes, and the destruction of
the tidal flat ecosystem. In 1994, when the Sihwa Seawall was completed,
Gunja Bay was transformed into “artificial nature” Sihwa Lake. However,
due to the discharge of wastewater from the Banwol Industrial Complex
and the inflow of domestic sewage, Sihwa Lake became a “lake of death” As

ecological disasters occurred and the shoddy construction process and the
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irresponsibility of government agencies such as the Korea Water Resources
Corporation (K-water) were revealed, residents and environmental groups
actively criticized and resisted the government. Since then, water quality has
improved and the ecosystem has been restored in the 2000s through seawater
circulation, improvement of sewage treatment facilities, and operation of
tidal power plant. However, ongoing developments such as Sihwa MTYV,
Songsan Green City, and Daesong Complex are revealing limitations in
maintaining the sustainable Sihwa Lake ecosystem. The Sihwa Lake case
warns that ecological disasters can occur if indiscriminate development
continues. As an alternative for coexistence of humans and non-human
beings, it is necessary to consider granting legal personality to specific

ecosystems such as Sihwa Lake.
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