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1 TO= o]FoRl £59 A E AFFAEC] A l A H A 3
(Société francaise pour l'abolition de l'esclavage; ©]3} SFAE)S G~HEPHA] ZabA
A= mloFatnt 2221 Rhi ol 4] @50 A2 3’14.2
B39 FEAEC] koAl Al HLd 72 T2 Holdth =
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2 olo] Tt g FREAS A7 013), Tzekx Gz} ofole] Hre) elapy
el 2] A AR SYFAYEA oIl B0 B 5 &
29] o A H A E, 1823-1848 , TIZFAA} AT 28, pp. 85-121. 2 W oA &
o Tk &4 A= Nelly Schmidt (2000), Abolitionnistes de | esclavage et réformateurs
des colonies: 1820-1851, Paris: Karthala; Lawrence C. Jennings (2000), French Anti-
Slavery: the Movement for the Abolition of Slavery in France, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press; Patricia Motylewski (1998), La Société francaise pour l'abolition de

l'esclavage, Paris: L'Harmattan.
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o L}, E R vEAUS e @A}—;—sﬂ Foka} v
$50l 317]90] 7elgk o] AFFo] kS olel @ ATHE ZAA)

Aoz Ftsl= Aoz, o]} Hlwa) e Ae] HA #HR (abolition)
of] 213k AW 1S émancipation © & ]| At}

4w}z Hol| #3)|A<= Jennings (2000), pp. 193-228.

5 ¥ A O = Pierre Chevalier and Peimane Ghaleh-Marzban (Eds.) (2014), La Cour de
cassation et labolition de lesclavage, Paris: Dalloz. #2] A2 ¢S hish= o
& Deirdre Lyons (2024), ““They Are Free with Me": Enslaved and Freed Women's
Antislavery Lawsuits in the French Antilles, 18301848, French Historical Studies 47(3),
pp. 365-397.
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6  Rebecca Scott (2011), “Slavery and the Law in Atlantic Perspective: Jurisdiction,
Jurisprudence, and Justice,” Law and History Review 29(4), pp. 922-923. o<} ¥
o] Aol #FF Bl wAH IS ¢34 David Tananhaus (2011), “Law, Slavery, and
Justice: A Special Issue,” Law and History Review 29 4),p.v 2=z,

7 EZRpx ANIA PAAE B3 #2] Aleld] AldE wAle] ARE P2 oA (legal
pluralism)ol] Z19+a] 91032, 19417] oMl % d 58 o] o]&3t} Nancy Chrlstle,
Michael Gauvreau and Matthew Gerber (Eds.) (2020), Voices in the Legal Archives in the
French Colonial World: “The King is Listening,” London: Routledge .
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9 FrEEYAY] gedFAdd =k A7l ofe] W oled Brke E=3) Plerre
Dessalles (1980-1987), La Vie d’un colon a la Martinique au xixe siécle, 4 vols., Fort-de-
France: Désormeaux.

10 FujHe] HdA] 5= o Folz(Olaudah Equiano)®] A7} 22 3w o

o F91 Foto] WA T, ZmYroAE WSS o F 2] ojdrh,

1 makai AR olaks Q) Bast] AhG 24 S Wl By Ao WA v

524 (Furey) 9] A¥HE THe Tje]e] A& o] F1e] g B-a)7] 913 thoya

JH 28 HoJFET} Sue Peabody (2017), Madeleine’s Children: Family, Freedom, Secrets
and Lies in France’s Indian Ocean Colonies, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

12 FAILAAN oA kde] RxEE ol (52 1L ZEA ojEgd #9)
o2 Saidiya Hartman (2008), “Venus in Two Acts,” Small Axe 12(2), pp. 1-14;
Rebecca Scott and Jean Hébrard (2012), Freedom Papers: An Atlantic Odyssey in the
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Age of Emancipation, Cambridge: Harvard University Press; Marisa Fuentes (2016),
Dispossessed Lives: Enslaved Women, Violence, and the Archive, Philadelphia: University of
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Pennsylvania Press; Sophie White (2019), Voices of the Enslaved: Love, Labor, and Longing
in French Louisiana, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
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14 Pamela Scully and Diana Paton (2005), “Introduction,” Gender and Slave Emancipation
in the Atlantic World, Durham: Duke University Press, p. 8.

15  Ministére de la marine et des colonies (1851), Tableaux de population, de culture, de
commerce et de navigation, formant pour l'année 1847, Paris: Imprimerie Royale, pp. 10-
11.

16  Ministére de la marine et des colonies (1851). {2191 A7 (gens de couleur libres)-
P reelsh B Hold AR B Aoz AAANA F45E BHole
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17 Schmidt (2000), pp. 185-190; Martine Fabre (2011), ‘La place de la Cour de cassation
dans la construction d'un droit aux colonies”, Clio@Themis 4, http://journals.
openedition.org/cliothemis/1385 (%42:: 2024, 12. 10.); Teresa Goltl (2024), “Trials
of Enslavers in Former French Colonies in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries:
Testimonies of the Enslaved between Gratitude and Fear,” Slavery & Abolition 45(1), pp.
117-134.

18  Victor Scheelcher (1833), De lesclavage des noirs et de la législation coloniale, Paris:

Paulin, p. 22.
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19 Jean-Paul Jean (2021), ‘La Cour de cassation et les juridictions coloniales avant
l'abolition de l'esclavage,” Histoire de la justice 31(1), pp. 127-142.

20 Sue Peabody (1996), “There Are No Slaves in France”: The Political Culture of Race and
Slavery in the Ancien Régime, Oxford: Oxford University Press. ©]#3t o= =]
177213 A Al (Somerset) AFL- H]Z3}o] L3Lof|A] ZrolE 4= It}

21 o]ol] #X = W& (2013), Tofz] 7} viopizefoll A Zekag: Ald HIAES] Hhn
2] TRl A vehd FoigA] Bl 714, 18231849, P FALE, 118, pp. 57-86.



HeE oA w7t iAo M A= 197

3 Al Ae AAg EATE? AT 7] dellA P 9]
HATAL St A of it w7 E AR v A He gEeles

FEol Aasieh Aw A ABR} e A4FT AL AT
2 %5 Q197] wEo] B7171e) Ao-2 Zosek ek
799 T Wizl A A S e m =AY ABAY o

di SHOR V1SS sitstEs aFelal dAo] &% FAAR] ¢
£} o olalstH Y eAlete] Ario} 71 EA1E wof
esd g d 3 welle] e A4, 4 A, AL
AH7E ZelAE WA= G4 ZAATAL EREE ARIX|eA A9
AR Py S wepglr] wimel] mofeh AR 7he) AR Relde &
& =d Ao ARAA 148 icﬂl—% AR E 2 AT E4k
FE2 o oY A o]Fe] e Fe AL, Tl ofo]E Fo}
e Aol e} ag7HA] b sfof gt oo wet o4 oS Atelell=
¥ HHE 919 vIkka o] A2 WAL, AlX|o] Fopdsim ok

ZIeHos udwe oy, 9F Y, A8 PA wiel  He EAES
Ao R Soki, foMPEER - =0UT oFolE ot FA] f= o

4 ZA7h QAL U SAES Bk A ARIA E4lolv &4

rr

—_L
=

ol
Iy

ot
.ﬂ
o

g

-
R

v
£

22 SFAEQ] 7]#XA]Ql Le Bulletin de la Société frangaise pour l'abolition de
Tesclavage(1834-1843)3} LAbolitionniste frangaise(1844-1849), BIAIEZ} A S 4] La
Revue des colonies, AH++2] A1+% La Réforme 5-°] tjE4 o]t}

23 ZHEBE)] A9 Ay A= F2% vl A ATk Marrietta Morrissey
(1989), Slave Women in the New World, Lawrence: University Press of Kansas; Barbara
Bush (1990), Slave Women in Caribbean Society, 1650-1838, Bloomington: Indiana
University Press: Gwyn Campbell, Suzanne Miers and Joseph C. Miller (Eds.) (2007),
Women and Slavery: the Modern Atlantic, vol. 2, Athens: Ohio University Press. &
2~2] 749~ Bernard Moitt (2001), Women and Slavery in the French Antilles, 1635-1848,
Bloomington: Indiana University Press; Arlette Gautier (2010), Les Sceurs de Solitude,

Rennes: Presses universitaires de Rennes,



©
0
FQ‘
o
p

o
o]
3%
)
fols

2025. 2. 28.

o 1o Q2] Tharo|gi}2¢
oy o} AESPe] i 75 Abolol A AUE 719E AE vl
c2oth Sy ohdlold AEY 4R w$ mEg ket Ny

AE2 BrFs o FAHE 7Ry Ao wE kdse] a4 4
Lo E5S AEATH A8 E T A}

Yell et 273 24& g5tz 458 5838 5715 ARk 94 =
& A ojgtel TRl B shute] 7S Hstal AlA] ot
= - A R Eam] Adiete] TpaHel
@7 FFEUe] tE oo Al o =
T AR 7994 o|F AN dEs A

S GA el A e AT 0L welSe] 79 17 kS0 2}

zO
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24 Moitt (2001), pp. 89-90.

25 Myriam Cottias (2007), “Free but Minor: Slave Women, Citizenship, Respectability, and
Social Antagonism in the French Antilles, 1830 —90,” Women and Slavery: the Modern
Atlantic, vol. 2, pp. 193-194.

26 Deirdre Lyons (2020), “Work, Family, and Public Order: Slavery, Emancipation, and
Family Politics in the Nineteenth-Century French Antilles,” Ph. D. thesis, University of
Chicago, p. 143.

27 wolAle} »A FAlo] #E|A = Camillia Cowling et als. (2020), Motherhood,
Childlessness and the Care of Children in Atlantic Slave Societies, London: Routledge.
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and John Scoble (1844), Liberté immédiate et absolue, ou esclavage: observations sur le

rapport de M. le Duc de Broglie, Paris: F. Didot fréres, p. 20.
29  LAbolitionniste frangais (1844), no. 1-2, p. 44,
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jusqu'a present (1767), Paris: Prault.

33 o]} W82 t52] A5dA AT+ E3EE Adolphe Gatine (1841), Affaire
Virginie de la Guadeloupe, Paris: Cordier; Gatine (1844), Procés Virginie, de la Guadeloupe
et arrét de cassation, Paris: Cordier; André Dupin (1842), Réquisitoires, plaidoyers et
discours de rentrée, prononcés par M. Dupin, t. 8, Paris: Joubert, pp. 386-392; Victor
Schoelcher (1847), Histoire de lesclavage pendant les deux derniéres années, t. 2, Paris:
Pagnerre, pp. 44-49; Cyrille Bissette (1845), Lettres politiques sur les colonies, sur
l'esclavage et sur les questions qui s'y rattachent, Paris: Ebrard Libraire, 2133} A&

LAbolitionniste frangais, La Réforme, Gazette des Tribunaux.
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34 %] 9o wti-oA] &l #3J4 = Peimane Ghaleh-Marzban (2014), “Le procureur
général Dupin et l'abolition de l'esclavage,” La Cour de cassation et labolition de lesclavage,
pp. 115-125. 7}elol] #8A+= Jean Barthélemy (2007), “Les avocats aux Conseils et
l'abolition de l'esclavage: une belle, longue et singuliére histoire commune,” La Cour de
cassation et labolition de lesclavage, pp. 127-155; Jacques Adélaide-Merlande (1995), “Un
avocat defenseur des droits de 'homme: Adolphe Ambroise Alexandre Gatine,” Bulletin

de la Societe d'histoire de la Guadeloupe 106, pp. 96-99.
35 Gatine (1841), p. 6.
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36 Leticia Gregorio Canelas (2017), Escraviddo e liberdade no Caribe Francés: a alforria
na Martinica sob uma perspectiva de género, raga e classe (1830-1848), Ph. D. thesis,
Universidade Estadual de Campinas, p. 293.

37 Gatine (1844), p. 10.



204 QIEE=F AT 2025.2.28.

o5 thiria Wit o)A HlZA Yol A Fe AL @ ojuaie)q)

T8 BIZAYE o]oll ZakA] @Al thA] ]l At 18441
1190f Holxl Ajghel|A] 71elS 1:01]21]%— O A8 Hldsks g, alE
W= ofmy Bl 22 o) #gh Bop 2349 =ie FUHElnh s 3E
T30 4] 1825~18391d Afo] oy 30t 7871742 o Fuj
1~13A4]9] rjddo|eh= BAIE 183t dojAl= d 7159 18-S
38l Bebal S5k

FolAE Holgel 15 WelE ERA) S8 @ The] Mgl T
e} b RelAd s
& AR oA 231 o ie EE e ek T EA) 1A
of TEow WA g AL @ ShIE g, 159 g T FAE

A Bol AL 2 AEA rheA S 2w 1% g

ori
n!lo
>
2z
%
f
k)
]
4»
32,
O
=)
o
ol
to
[
i)

sksh= Zlo] A FXE 913 AFA S Azt ole|gh A=l T
Ho g A= A WYL AeA vlddic). 1= SFAES /8 F2)
AZANA AL wHEsA 2 v 2] Ak RS Azt HES
£t

AR $2l7 B oA SN Wl W2 AL 1] Moot
ofo]& Foll FaL wix] QkE oot QAL A7 & A7) R AL flo=
38  Revue des colonies (1841), vol. 8, p. 441.

39  Gatine (1844), p. 5. ] W-§-2 7}&o] =9 oA HAEAFE0] Zgo]® 2313
Hof| A W] Flo]t}. Alexander & Scoble (1844), p. 20, p. 51.

I
E



HeE oA w7t AN A=W 205

ololg REFTI, B 717} olol g Hl2l £ o7 AR ARk A
ol T ol o7} gl 9lel ThThul- 27} oM AT Wl 13
o 2] $ITiska A =& vere] Zlde] 3l Folekd FUH
221 1) ofrjue] FolA olo] 2 WSt} AT o HlEke] Wzl
3 ojulUelA| 2= Wo] Fhgon, o | Aol T19] AT W

al
ol §2E = 5 A=

_|

b

|
o,

[T of

it

Ho

(o3

o 745e] ool #E W}l oA H A B2 A HEYS
A G vl=rel] el HA JSITh ZRAoA =, A, g9 HE
o Sadh= Aol At HlzAY Ao w o 23 79 HE
o] =¥ Aotk
1841139 fItiet REE A7]ste] ohr] 3 AR dds eldet
= 71 S et 3] ee A4S A3 5
S E om e} s 1837\ 49 192] Wl
A2 7|EHH S TS HAL 971 P4 sjAS metol 5h7] o
woldeh T2yt HIZAY = ofF] FEle] driE relA XY e e
< @3 sy A3 ]S vigAN B 2rks 4ol Eur] Aol
< =9E 7 jivka BRch
A 1845 AR ¢} o] @AV ERE Gl FolE o] Mo R F
A A A v =2A] Y HEA FElE Aot FolEel] |

¢

2 97149 HAE 25 A= A g3l 3ot v 2X YAl B
19k 50003} A% H-&S AF3EE vt wAdAHAREAES oA
o] Aol tigh vlde] ojux ok W] AR S Az v =AY

40  Gatine (1844), pp. 23-24.
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de Cassation, 25 aott 1845,” Lettres politiques sur les colonies, pp. 93-112.
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49  Frédéric Charlin (2009), “La nature juridique de l'affranchissement de I'esclave dans
les colonies francaises,” Société d’histoire du droit; CERDHAP, May 2009, Grenoble,
France, pp. 241-270; Bernard Moitt (2005), “Freedom from Bondage at a Price: Women
and Redemption from Slavery in the French Caribbean in the Nineteenth Century,”
Slavery and Abolition 26(2), pp. 247-256; Bernard Moitt (2007), “Pricing Freedom in the
French Caribbean: Women, Men, Children, and Redemption in the 1840s,” Women and
Slavery.

50 AW HFA 0] AF o] B34 Schoelcher (1847), pp. 41-134; Maximilien Just (1847),
Les magistrats des colonies depuis l'ordonnace du 18 juillet 1841 (Ed. by Victor Schoelcher),
Paris: Pagnerre; J. B. Rouvellat de Cussac (1845), Situation des esclaves dans les colonies
[frangaises: urgence de leur émancipation, Paris: Pagnerre,
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ABSTRACT

The Affaire Virginie and the kwon, Yun Kyoung*
Legal Struggles of
Enslaved Women

Freedom Suits and Slave Families

under the July Monarchy, 1832-1847

France abolished colonial slavery during the French Revolution, but Napoleon
later reversed this decision and reinstated slavery, ultimately leading to Haiti’s
independence in 1804. Other French colonies, however, had to wait until the
final abolition of slavery in 1848. Before the final abolition, enslaved men and
women continued to resist and fight for freedom in their daily lives. During
the July Monarchy (1830-1848), the government introduced various legal
reforms to promote manumission as a step toward gradual emancipation.
Many enslaved women took advantage of these initiatives to secure freedom
for themselves and their children, often employing litigation as a strategy.
One notable case was the Affaire Virginie (1834-1845), in which Virginie, a
formerly enslaved woman in Guadeloupe, leveraged Article 47 of the Code
Noir—which prohibited the separation of enslaved families—to win her
children’s freedom. After losing in the colonial courts, which were dominated

by plantation owners, Virginie appealed to the Court of Cassation, the highest

Associate Professor, Department of History, Seoul National University
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court in Paris, gaining support from French abolitionists along the way. Her
victory had far-reaching consequences in the colonies, inspiring a wave of
similar “freedom suits,” most of which were initiated by enslaved women.
This article reconstructs the social and legal context of the Affaire Virginie,
situating it at the intersection of judicial systems regulating slavery, the
abolitionist movement in France, and the gendered dynamics of family under
slavery. It examines how enslaved women navigated legal contradictions
between the metropole and the colonies, using these tensions to carve out

opportunities for their families’ freedom.

Keywords Affaire Virginie, Slavery, Gender, Guadeloupe, Martinique, July

Monarchy, Cour of Cassation, Enslaved Women, Slave Family
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