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ABSTRACT

. b
The Siheung Women s Heo, Hyun Joo*

Hotline and Feminist Activism
in the Local Community,
1990s-2000s

This study examines the formation and development of the Siheung
Women’s Hotline, founded in 1997. While previous studies have focused
on feminist movements in Seoul, this research analyzes how feminist
activism emerged in a local context, catalyzed by the 1996 Lee Sang-hee
case and led by religious activists. Drawing on institutional documents, city
council records, and oral interviews, the study finds that the organization
expanded its role from victim counseling to political engagement while
adapting feminist discourse to a conservative community setting. It further
reveals that institutionalization after 2001, including financial separation
and administrative pressure, led to diminished grassroots participation and
fragmented activist identity. The Siheung case illustrates that local feminist
movements are shaped by national agendas yet confronted with distinct
constraints. Rather than a singular challenge, the study argues that a set of
overlapping structural crises — between center and periphery, movement

and institution, activism and labor — has increasingly undermined the
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sustainability of local feminist organizing.

Keywords Siheung Women’s Hotline, Local Feminism, Gender-based

Violence, Christian Feminism, Human Rights, Hwang Sun-hee
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