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(A Forward-Thinking Approach to Looking Back)
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A&} 18 1 29 (Greg O'Neill), A A|o]53<=(Elmer

Jacobson)

AFORWARD-THINKING APPROACH TO LOOKING BACK

ZTdx: 2018
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Publishing. pp. 5-6.
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pp. 37-46.

22 OECD (2018), p. 6.
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ABSTRACT
Prehistory in History Education Cho, Daeyoun*

A Comparative Analysis of Chinese,

Japanese, Irish, and British History Textbooks

This study compares and analyzes the textbook writing guidelines and
the treatment of prehistory in history textbooks from four countries in
Northeast Asia and Western Europe (China, Japan, Ireland, and the United
Kingdom) in order to examine from what perspectives prehistory is presented
in each country’s textbooks. This comparison is intended to situate, within an
international context, the tendency for descriptions of prehistory, including
the Palaeolithic and Neolithic periodsto be reduced or omitted in newly
published middle and high school history textbooks in Korea following the
2022 revision of the national curriculum. To this end, the study reviews the
textbook writing guidelines of each country and analyzes the treatment of
prehistory in their textbooks.

The findings of the analysis indicated that China and Japan predom-
inantly regard the prehistoric era as a limited precursor to state formation,
in contrast to Ireland and the UK, where it is utilised as a core component
of history education through evidence-based inquiry activities grounded in

archaeological data. Specifically, Ireland mandates performance assessments

%

Professor, Department of Archaeology and Cultural Anthropology, Jeonbuk National

University
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and regional history research projects, while the UK treats the prehistoric era
as a core unit for developing evidence-based reasoning skills. This Western
European trend corresponds with the recent emphasis in international
educational discourse by the OECD and UNESCO, which has been focused
on the concepts of evidence-based learning and the cultivation of critical
thinking.

In this discourse, the author seeks to elucidate the inherent problems in
the reduction of prehistoric narratives within the sphere of Korean history
education, with the objective of providing a foundation for future curriculum

reform and recommendations for textbook narratives.

Keywords History Textbooks, Prehistoric Era, Archaeological Materials,

Evidence-based Inquiry, Local History
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