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ABSTRACT

An Examination of the Nam, Bora*
Construction of Kim Il Sung’s

Cultural Heritage Protection

‘Leadership” Narrative

before the Korean War

This thesis aims to analyze the actual conditions of cultural heritage
protection and management from the immediate post-liberation period,
when the North Korean regime was first established, to the period preceding
the Korean War, and to examine the gap between these historical realities
and the Kim Il Sung Leadership’ narrative constructed in later years. Since
the enactment of The Law on the Protection of Cultural Heritage in 2012,
North Korea has strengthened policies for the protection and management
of ‘national heritage,” including intangible cultural heritage, while
explaining their origins by linking them to Kim Il Sung’s ‘Leadership” in
the immediate aftermath of liberation. Through a comparative analysis of
materials produced prior to the Korean War and those published in later
periods, this study elucidates how North Korea reconstructed its cultural

heritage protection narrative,

Research Professor, The Simyeon Institute for North Korean Studies, University of North

Korean Studies



w
w
o
r—04
S
p

ofj
oo
W
)
|38
fol

2026. 5. 31.

Contemporary documents indicate that, during the early stage
of North Korea's regime formation, heritage protection activities
were concentrated on legal and administrative measures centered on
tangible cultural heritage, such as the enactment of regulations and
the establishment of management organizations, while references to
Kim Il Sung’s public guidance in this area remained limited. From the
1980s onward, however, North Korea retroactively revised museum
founding dates to align with Kim Il Sung’s on-site guidance or excavated
preservation anecdotes related to ‘Cheongam-dong Toseong, thereby
constructing an image of Kim Il Sung as a ‘guardian of cultural heritage.’
In addition, the subsequent disclosure or revision of Kim Il Sung’s ‘works’
can be interpreted as an effort to endow policies for the protection and
management of national heritage’ with historical depth and authority.
Accordingly, the ‘Leadership’ narrative of Kim Il Sung’s cultural heritage
protection should be understood not only as an exercise in embellishing
the past but also as the construction of a historical foundation intended
to promote the legitimacy and orthodoxy of The Law on the Protection of

National Heritage and ‘national heritage’ in the era of Kim Jong Un.

Keywords  Kim Il Sung ‘Leadership’ Narrative, North Korean Cultural
Heritage Policy, National Heritage, The Law on the Protection of Cultural

Heritage, The Law on the Protection of National Heritage, Source Criticism



