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Abstract

Kim, Ha-soo. 2010. The Past and Future of the Sociology of Language.
The Sociolinguistic  Journal of Korea 18(2). Ever since the sociology of
language has made its start, it has been continuously confronting with social
issues in the field. Social issues such as fledgling nations, racial discrimination,
gender equality, minority groups, language death and intercultural
communication had its significance more intimate as the matter of behavior and
value of scholars who sees the scenes of life than simple lecture or research
field. Also the sociology of language had been in charge of being ahead in the
historical changing process such as liberation from suppresion, uniformity to
diversification, destratification, decolonization. Although there has not been
many cases where the sociology of language took the lead or be active in the
aforementioned incidents, but at least, their approach to the historical change
with knowledge and sensibility should be highly evaluated. In the future, issues
such as climate, the rights of minority, multicultural social condition, aging and
market integration will be the significant topics of life, and in these issues, the
sociology of language tasks will be presented. Though a critical mind related to
the space one is living in, one’s identity and interests will inevitably take the
lead in the flow of the sociology of language, above all, it seems that the issue
of political, historical rights of language and the creation of new jobs related to

language will play a significant role.
Keywords: sociology of language, sociolinguistics, future research topics,
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historical change, Korean sociolinguistics
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