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Abstract

Kim, Deok-ho. 2017. “A Study on the Analysis of the Changing Process of Dialect
Distribution with a focus on Methodology of Geolinguistics”. The Sociolinguistic Journal
of Korea 25(1). 1~26. The purpose of this study is to analyze the process of changing
the distribution of dialects through a geolinguistic approaches. Traditional studies in
dialectology were generally aimed at describing the geographically distributed variation
of language. However, with traditional approach, it would be difficult to analyze the
complex reason for the changes in dialectal distributions. Since the geographical factor
is not the only reason for language change, it is necessary to consider more factors
in examining language maintenance and change. To investigate the distribution of dialects
and explore its changes, the primary work involves thorough field surveys, and the
next step is to draw a language map with well-organized dialect data. The present study
employs a field survey method and draws a language map based on the field survey
results. The purpose of this paper is to propose geolinguistic methodologies for analyzing
the change in the distribution of dialects that can be confirmed on a language map
constructed on such a basis. Geolinguistics analysis methods are as follows: 1) analysis
by non-verbal conditions, 2) real time analysis, 3) measurement of innovation wave
spreading speed, 4) surrounding-zones dialect theory, 5) principles of adjacent
distribution and around distribution, and 6) S-curve theoretical analysis.

Keywords: dialect research, dialect distribution, distribution changes, dialect contact,
changing process, geolinguistic methodology
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