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Abstract

Park, Eun-ha. 2019. “Differential Language Use and Perception of Occupations in
Korean Corpus”. The Sociolinguistic Journal of Korea 27(4), 89~116. The purpose of
this study is to examine a corpus regarding the use of discriminatory language and
its perceptions. First, we examined informal job titles that indicate social views regarding
the respective workers, and then we analyzed expressions indicating negative
perceptions as well as negative expressions about occupations and tasks to determine
negative views or attitudes toward the workers. Summarizing the results of the analysis,
ganhowon(nurse) and theongsobu(cleaner) as inappropriate titles, Nogada(physical labor)
and gongdori/gongsuni(factory boy/girl) as expressions of negative perception, and nogada
and Wunjeonsu(driver) in negative expressions related to occupations and work occur
with high frequency. Ganhowon is used with titles for women like eonni(older sister),
agassilady), and Miss O, cheongsobu and pachulbu(day maids) with the titles
ajumma(tannie) and ajeossi(older man), WuNjeonsu and Qongsuni with the epithets
nom(erk) and nyeon(bitch), and nogada with the titles ilggun(workers) and inbu(laborers),
and such terms as jjapsag(the fuss) with a epithet Saeggi(jerk/bleeder) are used mainly
as inappropriate titles. Bad behavior, deprecatory social treatment, and negligent
discrimination are conveyed in these expressions of negative perception. The expressions

related to occupation and work were mainly used for professionals doing less respected
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or socially lower work or who do not work well, and there were many expressions
indicative of low status or lower rank in the job hierarchy. Lastly, references to
appearance and sexuality were those most frequently used in expressions conveying
other occupational discrimination, and were found to be used mainly for ganhowon
and ¢ongsuni who are young women.
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