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<Abstract>

The Making of Southeast Asian
Culture and Society

Hung-guk CHO
Pusan National University

seathai@pusan.ac.kr

The diversity of Southeast Asian culture and society has been
made by two factors: geopolitical environment and colonialism. The
geopolitical position of the region between China Seas and Indian
Ocean has made it possible that diverse cultures from Northeast
Asia especially China and India, Middle East and Europe have
flowed into the region. The fact that Southeast Asia was colonized
by various European nations has provided additional diversity. The
diversity manifests itself most clearly in the culture of Southeast
Asia which has various layers: On the bottom lay the indigenous
one, and above it Chinese and Indian and Islamic cultures and

finally European one.

Key Words: diversity, indigenous culture, Indian culture, Chinese

culture, nationalism, identity



