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0 57k 220 = e o]l QIoIth £l E TUshs dEo] &
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Fa= ZA19) o]l5E W EW 8K Université Bouddhique Preah
Sihanoukreach)& A Hs}to] 5712 7]tfof] F-a-3ith AR Ao wt
T AE-S A PP A AR ko 7)1EFch Askea o] 24
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& T4 252 Y2 7] (Khieu Chum)} Zo] FHEf] 2=
7hEe S0 EuS 5ol AL 57 AR FAo] =g A
(Harris 2007, 34-35)3} t5of FH[EF $ Ei50] F3F A2 531
E50lths ¢lE YA B o) HoAtzA v gtk Qe ol
o] W2 A o= Helrk Jeu A 57F oA 9] A=21Q1 e

AU Fl FTAEL o] F HFo =R WY SS9 ST} &1
T AR B HAL T Alshra T A4S dieh vk A =
SARE TR A A7 UGS 7o ol qiTt

s AFe S Alar S AAs AARE, A B Al
= HIEES! 7RE a0l 3l FHEr & dut A UA] kot Z=
Hl 22 A 7 27 = HEER] 80078 0] AR E= A
ARoz FHELTE sHto] o]o]HTHCorfield 1994, 96). 71 Azt
65,0000] ¢ 7IEEwE= 7,000 02 <=9t Ponchcaud 1990,
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<Abstract>

Cambodia's Sangha and Its Relationship
with the State

Yeon Sik JEONG
Professor, Changwon National University
freedom@changwon.ac.kr

The state-sangha relations in the countries of Theravada
Buddhism has often been described as a mutually dependent
patron-client relation in which the state and the sangha support
each other by performing their due roles. Yet this theory involves
a normative dimension that prescribes such a relation as the ideal
in the Buddhist world. The explanatory power of this theory
hence is hampered in a country where the ideal is not fully
realized. In the wake of tumultuous political upheaval where
political rivals vie for the state the ideal as well as the theory are
put into a trial.

The tragic history of modern Cambodia is a history of
ceaseless conflict in which multiple contenders for the state had
to define their relations with the sangha. The relations defined
turned out less mutual than supposed. The state-sangha relations
were rather unilaterally dependent. More often than not the
sangha was subject to state control with no power to confront
the state or coopted only to become a tool for political
propaganda and manipulation. The sangha always played the role
of client, waiting for the state to define the relation and to be
benevolent. Even when the monks were forced to disrobe and
when the sangha itself was annihilated, all they did was to wait
for another patron state that would put the sangha back in place.

The state-sangha relations the Cambodian history reveals were

not close to one in which the two parties benefit each other on
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an equal basis. It was a patron-client relationship in which the
client sangha had to be heavily dependent on the patron state.
Such a unilaterally dependent relationship is the one that has
prevailed in Cambodia.

Key Words : Buddhism, Sangha, the State, Cambodia
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