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Abstract

Electricity is a vital part of modern society. However, studies increasingly suggest
that electromagnetic fields (“EMF”) generated from electric power transmission towers
may pose a risk to human health. Until now, the scientific research of EMF's effects
are highly contradictory and inconclusive. Under the circumstances, policymakers must
face the difficult decision of how to handle the EMF problem.

The precautionary principle is a principle which states that in cases where there are

threats to human health or environment the fact that there is scientific uncertainty
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over those threats should not used as the reason for not taking action to prevent
harm. Generally, the precautionary principle is relevant to risk regulation. Risk
regulation can be understood as that concerned with protecting the environment or
human health from risks arising from industrial activity.

Under the principle, the EMF problem has been handled in several ways: imposing
field strength limits or proposing moratoria on the construction of new lines, taking a
“wait and see” approach, or implementing a “prudent avoidance” approach.

The theory behind prudent avoidance is to keep people away from EMFE by

undertaking avoidance activities that have a modest and well-defined cost.

(FAo)) HAtgk FAEME Dispute), A edw2] 9% (Precautionary Principle), AFd 82 <]
92 (Vorsorgeprinzip), @23 1A (Risk Regulation), @93 3] 3] (Prudent

Avoidance)
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