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Abstract

Official information disclosure system is essential to ensure people’s rights to know
and to secure people’s participation in state affairs and governmental transparency.
However, most of the world’s information disclosure laws have a short history, and
there has been continued efforts of each country to improve them. The most detailed
research project on information disclosure laws is ‘The Global Right to
Information(RTI) Rating’ which was created by Access Info Europe, a human rights
organization, and the Centre for Law and Democracy, a non-profit corporation. The
project aims to analyze the quality of information disclosure laws from around the
world by 61 indicators in 7 categories, which are drawn from various international
standards and comparative studies of information disclosure laws.

Firstly, this article introduces the indicators of the RTI Rating as evaluation
standards of information disclosure laws and critically examines them. In addition,
based on the analysis of RTI Rating, it reviews South Korea's information disclosure
law. It is implemented in the basis on the following 7 standards referring to RTI
Rating project- legal recognition of right of access to information, scope of information
disclosure, information requesting procedures, exceptions to information disclosure,

appeal systems, sanctions and protections and promotional measure.
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‘Official Information Disclosure Act' of South Korea, which was enacted in 1996 as
the first information disclosure law in Asia and came into effect in 1998, has been
improved by recent several amendments. Nevertheless, it receives a poor evaluation and
ranks low on the RTI rating. At the moment this article aims to suggest meaningful

legal improvements by reviewing information disclosure law of South Korea.

(FA1°]) A 1-F7H(Information Disclosure Law), 44 5 /d(Transparency of Government),
AB-ZHHFHRight of Access to Information), FXF /M9 H(Scope of
Information Disclosure), 7 2.7} % 74 X}(Information Requesting Procedure), &%
X Appeal System)
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1) Hill and Landwehr, “Preface”, in: Hillled.), Access to Information Laws in Asia, Germany and
Australia, 2011, p. 5.

Hzxo ArF/Helgta & & e 2999 34 (Freedom of the Press Act)2 1l-¢- o]& ~
711 1766130 AAHALE o] F 204715 AAEA B2 F7FE] ARIVNW JHE FHsAh
19519 AE=E Ajzto 2 1966\ =, 197090 wm29olet winta, 1978l ek 1982y
o= SEd Ao} 1983 dolE Nyt A ARFHe AGo] o]FojH ). o]F A g7t B =
7HE A HAEFAHL] AAo] o]Foix =4, 1990 dl= AR FNHES HF38 =717) 13700 25 A
b @A 100705 o]de] w7F FERFANEY AAS olF AdHC|thHill, Wehrle and Schridel,
“Freedom of information- Why is it so important?”, in: Hillled.), Access to Information Laws in
Asia, Germany and Australia, 2011, p. 8).
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A2%, 2013, AE)E, “HRFINH ] B FIMAHTEA K8 Tl Aol dEE AR, Tgdddas, A19A
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123, 2000, 7471, “l= AEFAAHAL] A", TAEHSE, AISH AL, 2007, 2B, “F=5e] PRI
off A3 WAAT", TH=R, | ABA #1275, 2011, 4%, “5U HARAFHS 53] & 3= HRI7NH
Aol TAWMEdT ) A18A A1E, 2012 5o] Aok

4) http://www.rti-rating.org/ .

5) Access Info Europe and Centre for Law and Democracy, RTI Rating Data Analysis Series: Overview
of Results and Trends, 2013, pp. 1-2.

6) Hill, Wehrle and Schrodel, op. cit., p. 8.
7) 20143 AAARATHH A S Uets 103079 ARFNH T 5695 7= thhttp//www.
rti-rating.org/country—data).
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(Neuman and Calland, “Making the Access to Information Law Work: The Challenges of
Implementation”, in: Florini(ed.), The Right to Know: Transparency for an Open World, 2007, pp.
8-9, 14-21).
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14) Ibid, p. 1.

15) 1966 AZE m=te] AHAFH(Freedom of Information Act)& $-2lvtebel dBe 33 we =
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Elo}, oE|eFol, UYzletzl, Exul dolZyyl F3=, Hepd, SAgeld, wEEdAleltt
(http://www.rti-rating.org/country—data).

17) http://www.rti-rating.org/methodology.
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19) Hl=re] w=ojol YisiMe A, 4o =8, 115-11749, A, &9 =8, 33949 Fa

20) Kloepfer, “Die 6ffentliche Verwaltung in der Informationsgesellschaft”, in: Kloepfer(Hrsg.), Die transparente
Verwaltung, 2003, S. 21.

21) Manssen, Staatsrecht II- Grundrechte, 2014, S. 103.
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